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Call for More Space to Produce Sustainable Energy and Enable Further Growth at
Koehler Paper’s Site in Greiz, Thuringia, Germany

=  Conversion of power plant from lignite to fine wood fraction at Koehler's site in Greiz almost
complete
= Continued growth at the innovative site requires space to generate sustainable energy with

wind power and photovoltaics
= Politicians praise Koehler’s climate strategy

Oberkirch, Germany, 01/30/2023 — The art of paper-making has been practiced in Greiz for more than
400 years. The paper factory in Greiz has been part of the Koehler Group for over 25 years now. The site,
renowned for its innovation, produces novel and sustainable products of the highest standard. For ex-
ample, Koehler Paper produces silphie-fiber-based paper and cardboard grades in collaboration with
OutNature. As an energy-intensive company, Koehler Group has set itself the goal of producing more
renewable energy with its own plants than is required for its paper production by 2030. To safeguard
jobs at the Greiz site, there is a specific need to set aside space for systems for generating renewable
energy.

Conversion of Power Plant from Lignite to Fine Wood Fraction

In 2021, the Koehler Group announced that it was converting its power plant at the Koehler Paper site in
Greiz from pulverized lignite to fine wood fraction fuel. The power plant is expected to be opened in
spring 2023. Switching from lignite to fine wood fraction will enable savings of more than 24,000 metric
tons of carbon emissions per year at the Greiz site. Koehler is investing around 7.6 million euros in the
conversion, which is part of the sustainable strategy being implemented at the site. This will bring Koeh-
ler even closer to its objective of company-wide decarbonization. The plan is to reduce scope 1 direct
greenhouse gas emissions by 80 percent by 2030 in comparison to the levels from the base year 2003.
The Koehler Paper site in Greiz is a pioneer in this area and has already made a start towards this with its
pilot system. And there are also concrete plans for converting the existing black-coal-fired power plant at
the Oberkirch site to biomass by 2024, with the project to cost Koehler over 70 million euros.

Further Growth Planned at the Koehler Paper Site in Greiz

The conversion of the power plant is the first step toward increasing sustainability at the Greiz site.
Koehler plans to continue investing in the plant in the future, and thereby make a contribution toward
sustainable development in Thuringia. Kai Furler, CEO of the Koehler Group, emphasized: “By converting
our power plant in Greiz to biomass, we have clearly demonstrated that we have long-term plans for our
location in Thuringia. Now, we need support from politicians to continue pushing ahead with our sus-
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tainable approach.” In order for us to keep the Koehler Promise 2030, we also need more facilities for
generating sustainable energy at the company's site. “We need designated areas for turbines and photo-
voltaic parks to generate energy for our production facility,” continues Furler.

Politicians Praise Koehler’s Climate Strategy

Politicians are enthusiastic about Koehler's sustainable company policy and climate strategy. On his last

visit to the Koehler Paper plant in Greiz during the fall of 2021, Thuringian Premier Bodo Ramelow said
the following: “We need companies like Koehler that are committed and courageous. I'm pleased that
Koehler has helped to boost Thuringia’s status as a sustainable business location.”

Figure 1: Kai Furler, CEO of the Koehler Group: “We need designated areas for turbines and photovoltaic
parks to generate energy for our production facility.” Source: Koehler Group
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Figure 2: The Koehler Paper site in Greiz. Source: Koehler Group
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About the Koehler Group

The Koehler Group was founded in 1807 and has been family-run from that moment to the present day.
The group's core business activity lies in the development and production of high-quality specialty paper.
This includes—among others—thermal paper, playing card board, drinks coasters, fine paper, carbonless
paper, recycled paper, decor paper, wood pulp board, sublimation papers, and also innovative specialty
papers for the packaging industry since 2019. In Germany, the Koehler Group employs around 2,500
people across five production sites, with three additional sites in the USA. The group operates interna-
tionally, with an export share of 70% in 2021, and brings in an annual turnover of around 1 billion euros.

As an energy-intensive company, Koehler invests in renewable energy projects such as wind energy, hy-
dropower, photovoltaics, and biomass with its Koehler Renewable Energy business unit. The Koehler
Group has set a goal of producing more energy from renewable sources by 2030 than is required for its
paper production operations.

In addition, with its Koehler Innovative Solutions business unit, Koehler is dedicated to developing new
business areas outside of special paper production and energy production.

Find more information at: https://www.koehler.com
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