
 

 

Press release 

For immediate release 

Extension of Wastewater Treatment Plant at Koehler Paper in Kehl 

▪ Construction Work Successfully Completed after 18 Months 

▪ Production Water Now Fully Treated In-House at the Kehl Site 

▪ Renovation of Wastewater Treatment Plant Helping to Achieve Sustainability Goals in the Area 

of Resource Efficiency 

Kehl, Germany, 2/27/2024 – Beginning of this year, the construction work on the wastewater treatment 

plant at the Koehler Paper site in Kehl was finally concluded after 18 months. The plant needed to be 

expanded due to the construction and commissioning of Production Line 8 in 2019, which resulted in an 

increase in wastewater volume. 

As a temporary solution, Koehler Paper had to divert some of its wastewater to the municipal treatment 

plant in Auenheim. To ensure that all production water can be treated in-house at the Kehl site, new tanks 

and sand filter systems were installed. In addition, some of the existing tanks were modified during ongo-

ing operation to make sure that there was no disruption to the production process. Once the construction 

work was complete, it was possible to stop diverting production water to the Auenheim treatment plant 

as planned.  

Treated Production Water Reintroduced into the Natural Water Cycle 

"The work to extend the wastewater treatment plant ran really smoothly thanks to the excellent work of 

our project team. The excellent cooperation between different departments and the authorities of the city 

of Kehl enabled the project to be completed successfully and on schedule. The extended treatment plant 

offers greater flexibility and capacity, which will allow us to respond more quickly to future demands,” 

says Joachim Uhl, Mill Director at the Koehler Paper site in Kehl.  

As a result, the treated production water can be reintroduced into the natural water cycle in its entirety. 

The renovation project thereby makes an important contribution to achieving our sustainability goals in 

the area of resource efficiency. To this end, Koehler is constantly trying to optimize material flows in terms 

of circular utilization and minimize its impact on the environment. 



 

 
 

 

Figure: To ensure that all production water can be treated in-house at the Kehl site, new tanks and sand 

filter systems were installed. Source: Koehler Group 

 

 

2030 Sustainability Strategy 

With the extension of the wastewater treatment plant at the Kehl site, we are con-
tributing to achieving our sustainability goals in the area of resource efficiency. To 
this end, we are constantly trying to optimize material flows in terms of circular utili-
zation and minimize our impact on the environment. 

  



 

 
 

About the Koehler Group 

The Koehler Group was founded in 1807 and has been family-run from that moment to the present day. 

The group's core business activity lies in the development and production of high-quality specialty paper. 

This includes—among others—thermal paper, playing card board, beverage coasters, fine paper, carbon-

less paper, recycled paper, decor paper, wood pulp board, sublimation paper, and also innovative specialty 

paper for the packaging industry since 2019. In Germany, the Koehler Group employs around 2,500 people 

across five production sites, with three additional sites in the USA. The group operates internationally, 

with an export share of around 67% in 2022, and brings in an annual turnover of around 1.3 billion euros. 

As an energy-intensive company, Koehler invests in renewable energy projects such as wind energy, hy-

dropower, photovoltaics, and biomass with its Koehler Renewable Energy business unit. The Koehler 

Group has set a goal of producing more energy from renewable sources by 2030 than is required for its 

paper production operations. 

With its Koehler Innovative Solutions division, Koehler is collaborating with start-ups to promote innova-

tions in the core business segments “paper” and “renewable energy”. 

Find more information at: https://www.koehler.com 
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