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Koehler Paper welcomes launch of EU Anti-Dumping Investigation into imports
from China

=  Prevention of material harm to European decor paper industry
=  Flooding of the EU market with unfairly priced decor paper in focus
=  Four major European decor paper producers initiate investigation jointly

Oberkirch, Germany, 06/17/2024 — Koehler Paper together with other European decor paper producers
has welcomed the European Commission's decision to launch an anti-dumping investigation into the im-
ports of decor paper originating from China.

Joint action against flooding of European market with unfairly priced decor paper

The investigation, initiated on June 14, 2024, is a response to a complaint jointly lodged by Koehler Paper
and three other major European decor paper producers. We firmly believe that this investigation is a piv-
otal step towards preventing further material harm to the European decor paper industry and ensuring
fair and healthy competition in the European market.

Our complaint highlighted the detrimental impact of distortions in the Chinese economy, which enable
Chinese manufacturers to flood the EU market with unfairly priced decor paper, causing significant dam-
age to the EU industry. We have underlined the urgent necessity of anti-dumping duties to restore a level
playing field for all industry players.

Decor paper plays a crucial role for affordable consumer goods

Decor paper is a type of specialty paper used to create quality finishes on wood materials. Whether used
for laminate flooring, stylish kitchen worktops, attractive furniture and kitchen fronts, or weather resistant
outdoor applications, Koehler Paper provides the perfect base for high-quality end products. Especially for
the decorative coating of wood-based materials, these special papers are impregnated and pressed with
thermosetting resins either in printed form or uni-colored. Decor paper plays a crucial role in the produc-
tion of affordable and sustainable consumer goods with a long lifespan often more than 20 years. The
European decor paper industry represents an estimated production of 390,000 tons per annum, with man-
ufacturers in seven Member States. Moreover, the industry provides thousands of jobs across Europe,
including offering local employment for manual workers in rural areas. Kai Furler, CEO of the Koehler
Group states: “Our top priority is to ensure fair competitive conditions and to prevent the EU market to
be flooded with unfairly priced decor paper.”

Koehler Paper stands in support of targeted trade defence action, aimed at protecting the interests of
European industries, while also ensuring supply stability and maintaining competitiveness among
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downstream users to the benefit of consumers. We will continue to collaborate closely with the European
Commission and believe that this investigation will serve as an essential means to ensure a fair and com-

petitive trade environment for the decor paper industry in Europe.

Picture: Decor paper from Koehler Paper can be used to create remarkably realistic surfaces (Source:
Koehler Paper).
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More about the Koehler Group

The Koehler Group was founded in 1807 and has been family-run to this day. The Group’s core area of
business is the development and production of high-quality, specialty paper, including thermal paper, play-
ing card board, drink coasters, fine paper, carbonless paper, recycled paper, decor paper, wood pulp
board, sublimation paper, and, since 2019, innovative specialty paper for the packaging industry, too. In
Germany, the Koehler Group, with its around 2,500 employees, has five production sites, as well as three
more in the USA. The Group operates on an international level, with an export ratio of more about 67% in
2022 and annual revenue of 1.3 billion euro.

As an energy-intensive enterprise, Koehler invests with its unit Koehler Renewable Energy in renewable
energy projects such as wind energy, hydroelectric power, photovoltaics, and biomass. The Koehler Group
has committed itself to producing more energy from renewable sources than is needed for paper produc-
tion by 2030.

With the business unit Koehler Innovative Solutions, Koehler collaborates with start-ups to promote inno-
vations in the core business areas of paper and renewable energy.

More information is available here: https://www.koehler.com
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