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A Spotlight on the Circular Economy: Member of the Bundestag Hubertus Heil 
Visits PEZO in Hohenhameln 

 PEZO: Waste wood and biomass recycling and waste-to-energy joint venture between Zollikofer 
and PEG  

 Parties hold political discussion revolving around the current challenges facing circular econo-
mies 

 Resource conservation and regional value creation in focus 

Hohenhameln, Germany, 07/02/2026 - As part of his summer tour, Member of the Bundestag Hubertus 
Heil recently visited PEZO Holzverwertung GmbH & Co. KG at the latter’s site in Hohenhameln-Stedum 
together with Parliamentary State Secretary Rita Schwarzelühr-Sutter. The guests were accompanied by 
Member of the Lower Saxony Landtag (state legislative assembly) Julius Schneider, chief administrative 
officer (Landrat) candidate Julia Semper, and Hohenhameln mayoral candidate Sebastian Hebbelmann. 
PEZO is a joint venture between Zollikofer and Peiner Entsorgungsgesellschaft (PEG), and the correspond-
ing discussions focused on the practical implementation of local circular economy practices and the chal-
lenges currently being faced by the industry.  

On-Site Insights Into Processes and Systems 

During a tour of the premises, the guests got to learn more about the various stages involved in waste-to-
energy and recycling processes. Among other things, this provided clarity on how various material streams, 
such as waste wood, paper, plastic, and metal, are processed before being used again. Against this back-
drop, efficient sorting and high-quality recycling help keep valuable resources in the loop and reduce emis-
sions. “Our goal is to use material flows as efficiently as possible and keep raw materials in the loop as long 
as possible. Today’s visit shows just how important it is to have direct conversations with our political 
representatives in order to be able to create the right conditions for that,” explains PEZO Managing Direc-
tor David Pfaff. 

Circular Economy Practices as the Key to Climate Protection and Regional Value Creation 

The subsequent discussion revolved around the central role that circular economy practices will play in 
climate protection, the conservation of limited resources, and the region’s economic development. Within 
this context, it is precisely regional material loops that can make an important contribution to the local 
creation of value. Accordingly, there was also a conversation about the German federal government’s na-
tional circular economy strategy, which has the goal of using resources more efficiently, turning material 
streams into closed loops, and reducing dependence on raw material imports. 



 

 
 

Hubertus Heil underscored: “PEG is an important stakeholder in the Peine region’s circular economy. The 
company makes sure that valuable raw materials remain in their material loop and can continue to be 
used, which conserves resources and creates regional value.” As part of this regional value network, PEZO 
takes full advantage of the corresponding waste wood and biomass recycling and waste-to-energy exper-
tise to make an important contribution to the further development of efficient material loops. 

A Focus on Key Issues for the Industry  

As part of the discussion with members of the political sphere, representatives from PEZO highlighted 
some of the major challenges that are currently being faced by the sector. These include current setback 
regulations that make it difficult to integrate renewable energy into industrial power supply networks and 
should instead be replaced with more flexible, location-specific rules. 

They also commented on the need for specific amendments to the German Waste Wood Ordinance (Alt-
holzverordnung), including alternative assessment methods that would make it possible to reduce the im-
portance given to measurement deviations in individual samples and set the stage for more environmen-
tally sound recycling and heat generation practices. 

In addition, the conflict between recycling and waste-to-energy targets for waste wood was brought up: 
While it is true that waste wood can either be used as a material by the chipboard industry or as a source 
of fuel to generate heat, circular economy practices should focus on prioritizing reuse and recycling wher-
ever possible in order to keep wood in the corresponding material loop as long as possible. Processing 
compost overs also holds potential, as it would make it possible to recover valuable materials and use the 
remains for biofuel. 

Conversations Between Business and Political Spheres as a Crucial Catalyst   

The visit served to highlight, once again, just how important it is for the political and industrial spheres to 
continuously have open discussions in order to be able to create the necessary conditions for a sustainable 
circular economy. PEZO sees itself as an active partner in this process; one that is bringing its real-life 
experience to the table when it comes to political decision-making processes. “The bottom line is that we 
need dependable conditions that are effective on the ground so that innovative solutions in the circular 
economy can truly realize their full potential,” said PEZO Managing Director Dr. Tilman Rilling after the 
chat. 



 

 
 

 

Picture (left to right): Dr. Tilmann Rilling (PEZO Holzverwertung GmbH Managing Director), Sebastian 
Hebbelmann (candidate for mayor of the municipality of Hohenhameln), Julia Semper (candidate for chief 
administrative officer of the district of Peine), Julius Schneider (Member of the Landtag of Lower Saxony), 
David Pfaff (PEZO Holzverwertung GmbH Managing Director), Rita Schwarzelühr-Sutter (Parliamentary 
State Secretary at the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Protection, Nature Conservation, 
and Nuclear Safety), Hubertus Heil (Member of the Bundestag), Mike Maczollek (Member of the Board at 
A+B Peine), Peter Wenner (Company Officer at PEZO Holzverwertung GmbH), Maik Büssing (Head of Ma-
terial Flow/Biomass at PEZO Holzverwertung GmbH) 
Source: Sven Heidmann Fotografie 

 

2030 Sustainability Strategy 
With PEZO Holzverwertung GmbH & Co. KG, the Koehler Group is helping 
strengthen our circular economy with the processing, recycling, and use of 
wood waste and other material streams. Accordingly, the joint venture is part 
of the “Successful, Future-Proof Products and Services” area of our sustainabil-
ity strategy and is contributing to the conservation of resources and the reduc-
tion of emissions.  
For more information, please visit www.koehler.com/en/sustainability.  

https://www.koehler.com/en/sustainability


 

 
 

 
About the Koehler Group 

The Koehler Group was founded in 1807 and has been family-run from that moment to the present day. 
The group's core business activity lies in the development and production of high-quality specialty paper. 
This includes—among others—thermal paper, playing card board, beverage coasters, fine paper, carbon-
less paper, recycled paper, decor paper, wood pulp board, sublimation paper, and also innovative specialty 
paper for the packaging industry. In Germany, the Koehler Group employs around 2,500 people across five 
production sites, with three additional sites in the USA. The group operates internationally, with an export 
share of around 70% in 2024, and brings in an annual turnover of around 1.1 billion euros. 

As an energy-intensive company, Koehler invests in renewable energy projects such as wind energy, hy-
dropower, photovoltaics, and biomass with its Koehler Renewable Energy business unit. The Koehler 
Group is committed to generating, on an annual basis, more energy from renewable sources than is re-
quired for its paper production operations by 2030. 

With its Koehler Innovative Solutions division, the Koehler Group is collaborating with start-ups to promote 
innovations in the core business segments “paper” and “renewable energy”. 

Find more information at: https://www.koehler.com 
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